THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
dered the initiative of movement, and given to Lee the incalcu-
lable advantage of perfect freedom of action. Lee could fall
back in good order upon his lines of communication with Rich-
mond, if he wished, or he could concentrate his forces, or so
much of them as he saw fit, upon any part of Hooker's de-
fensive position which he might think most advantageous to
himself to attack. As soon as it became apparent that Hooker
had abandoned his plan of vigorous offensive action, and had
dropped into a merely defensive attitude, the exuberant high
spirits which so far had animated the officers and men of the
Army of the Potomac turned into head-shaking uncertainty.
Their confidence in the military sagacity and dashing spirit of
their chief, "Fighting Joe," was chilled with doubt. The de-
fensive position into which the Army of the Potomac was put
could hardly have been more unfortunate. It was in the heart
of the " Wilderness." That name designated an extensive dis-
trict of country covered by thick woods of second growth with
tangled underbrush of scrub oak and scrub pine. There were
several clearings of irregular shape which afforded, in spots,
a limited outlook. But they were surrounded by gloomy woods,
which were not dense enough to make the approach of a hostile
force impossible, but almost everywhere dense enough to con-
ceal it.

I must ask pardon for describing the position of the troops
somewhat elaborately to make the tragedy which followed in-
telligible. It may be somewhat dull reading, but I pray the
kind reader not to skip it. The westernmost of the clearings,
or openings, in the wilderness occupied by our army was Tal-
ley's farm, crossed by the " Old Turnpike " running east and
west from Fredericksburg to Orange Court-house. Along that
turnpike the first division of the Eleventh Corps, under Gen-
eral Devens, was strung out, the first brigade of which, Colonel
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